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Concluding an editorial series 


X. Presbyterian Reunion Is Imperative—Now! 


In previous editorials in this series we 
have looked at some of the reasons for 
Presbyterian reunion: God wills unity; 
Presbyterians are one people; Presbyterian 
union is, in fact, Presbyterian reunion; 
present cooperation points to union; Pres- 
byterian reunion will enable us to bear a 
wider witness, a more effective witness; 
disunity obscures the gospel of Christ; 
we will lose our life only to find it; Chris- 
tian love can be satisfied with nothing less 
than Christian unity. 

But why is Presbyterian reunion imper- 
ative now? 

1. Because the present negotiations were 
begun at our instance. 

2. Because the union negotiations have 
been carried on now for a period of six- 
teen years—the better part of a generation. 

3. Because the five-year period of ac- 
quaintance and cooperation urged by the 
General Assembly of 1948 has expired. 

4. Because a completed plan of reunion 
for our three major Presbyterian bodies 


will be presented to the forthcoming Gen- 
eral Assembly. It is contemplated that 
there will be a year for study and possible 
amendment, and then—our decision. 


5. The United Presbyterian Church and 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, are eager 
and ready. It would not be fair to them 
to delay anv longer. 


6. Our church has had the question be- 
fore it long enough. Nothing is to be 
gained by further delay. 


7. Opponents’ arguments are not con- 
vincing. We shall never have complete 
unanimity. 

8. The door is now open, but we can- 
not expect it to remain open indefinitely. 


9. If we fail to take advantage of the 
present opportunity we may not have an- 
other opportunity for many years to come. 


10. The Spirit is calling, and Christ is 
still praying, ‘“That they may all be one— 


that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” 
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Letters to the Editors 





More Letters, page 9 


How Can You Tell Whether U.S. or USA? 





One Sunday in the Bulletin 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

We must be numbered among those who 
have learned that the U.S. and USA 
churches are alike in more ways than 
they are unlike. The most obvious differ- 
ences are that the U.S. church is a sec- 
tional church and a smaller church, the 
result being that its mission work is less 
extensive. 

Surely no one today would advocate a 
“Northeastern” Presbyterian Church with 
churches in sixteen states or a ‘““‘Western” 
Presbyterian Church with churches in the 
remaining sixteen states. Yet we still 
have a “Southern” Presbyterian Church. 
At the present time close relatives are in 
both the USA and U.S. churches, and it 
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seems tragic and unnecessary that because 
of our geographical locations our church 
relationship is that of cousins rather than 
that of brothers and sisters. 

It would be interesting to know just 
how many individuals have made inter- 
church transfers as they have moved from 
one part of our country to another. Since 
individuals transfer as easily as they do 
and work in whichever church they hap- 
pen to be, there does not seem to be any 
real reason why the churches themselves 
could not unite and work together. They al- 
ready share a common heritage, faith, and 
polity, and the chief difficulty individuals 
face as they transfer from one church to 
another is that they must learn a differ- 
ent terminology in regard to the sphere 
of activities of the new church. 

Along this line I am reminded of an 
experience in one of the border states. 
We attended a Presbyterian Church there 
and at first, for a number of reasons, 
couldn't quite decide whether we were in 
a U.S. or a USA Church. We could have 
asked, but because of the circumstances 
we were interested in trying to decide for 
ourselves what its official affiliation was. 
Finally, after a few weeks we read an item 
about Montreat in the church bulletin so 
we knew we were in a U.S. Church. 

HopeEFruL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U.S.A. 


Error 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your article regarding the “Called meet- 
ing of N.C. Synod” published in your May 
4 issue contained a misstatement which 
should be immediately corrected. The 
“46 ministers and elders from over the 
synod” did not sign the complaint as 
stated. No one signed the complaint ex- 
cept communing members of the Chapel 
Hill church. The ministers and elders re- 
ferred to signed a call for a meeting of 
synod without in any way committing 
themselves on the complaint to be pre- 
sented to the synod. Signing the call 
indicated only that they believed a prompt 
settlement of the Chapel Hill case was 
important and wished an early hearing of 
the complaint by the synod. 

Please give due publicity to this correc- 
tion lest injustice be done to those who 
called the meeting of synod. 

R. J. MCMULLEN. 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Institutes Are Listed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Institutes for pastors of town and coun- 
try churches which have been planned 
for the spring and summer are as follows: 

Camp Yates near Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
May 4-7. Pan-Presbyterian (U.S., USA, 
Cumberland, and A.R.P.) Interracial. Dr. 
Cecil Thompson, chief speaker. 

Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, 
May 18-22: Dr. Ralph A. Felton, chief 
speaker. 

Camp Cho-Yeh, Livingston, Texras, May 
26-29. Presbyterian U.S. and USA. Chief 
speaker to be chosen. 

Louisville Seminary—Because of special 
plans for observing the Centennial at 
Louisville Seminary, the Pan-Presbyterian 
Conference at Louisville will be omitted 


this year, to be resumed in 1954. Instead, 
in 1953 our pastors in the Louisville Sem- 
inary area were given the privilege of 
attending the Camp Yates, or Columbia 
Seminary Institutes above, or the Rural 
Leadership Institute at the University of 
Kentucky on April 14-15. 

The institute at Union Seminary was 
held in January. 

Scholarships which provide room and 
meals are available to our pastors of town 
and country churches. For more informa- 
tion on the institute of your choice, write 
to 

JAMES M. Carr, Secretary. 
Town and Country Church Dept. 
605 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Vacation Fund Appeal 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Annually during the last 40 years many 
ministers of our church have enjoyed the 
benefits of the Vacation Fund for Presby- 
terian ministers. Voluntary gifts on the 
part of members of our church have made 
it possible for hundreds of ministers with 
limited incomes to enjoy seasons of in- 
spiration and physical refreshment at the 
various conference grounds of our church. 
Had it not been for this generous giving 
on the part of some members, many min- 
isters would have found it impossible to 
get away from the heavy duties for rest- 
ful vacation. Many of them have not 
enjoyed vacations for years because of 
their limited incomes. 

It is my privilege to serve as chairman 
of the Board of Managers of this Fund, 
and my heart has been deeply stirred by 
the expressions of gratitude which have 
come from those who have benefited by 
these vacations made possible through the 
Ministers’ Vacation Fund each year. On 
behalf of this Board of Managers it is 
my privilege to invite the readers of this 
article again to support this worthy cause 
by generous contributions. 

Every minister needs to get away from 
the routine of daily responsibilities, and 
there are no better places than one of the 
several conference grounds of our church. 
Many of our ministers can afford such 
privileges without assistance. Such, how- 
ever, is not the case with those who are 
invited to share the benefits of the Va- 
cation Fund. Those who are to benefit 
from this Fund are selected carefully 
through advice from members of the same 
presbyteries. 

If your heart prompts you to share in 
this worthwhile undertaking, kindly make 
your check payable to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, 
Treasurer, and mail the same to her at 
Montreat, N. C. She will acknowledge 
receipt of any contributions. We hope 
to be able to send at least 200 such min- 
isters on greatly needed vacations during 
the conference season. 

The following quotation selected from 
hundreds of such letters of thanks reveals 
the benefits which accrue to those who 
attend one of these conferences because of 
the Vacation Fund: 

“Thank you again for the privilege of 
being one of the beneficiaries this year of 
the Vacation Fund. It was a wonderful 
experience to be able to attend the Church 
Extension Conference at Montreat. I hope 
that I will be able to bring back to the 
Churches something of the inspiration and 
zeal which I caught there.” 

Please accept hearty thanks for what- 
ever contributions may be sent. 

Wabe H. Boccs, Chairman. 
The Vacation Fund, 
122 S. 4th Street, Room 410 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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Too Many Salaries Called too Low 


Studies were made during the year 
throughout the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., regarding minimum salaries paid 
ministers. Nineteen presbyteries did not 
reply to inquiries. Ten reported having 
no minimum salary. Committees are 
studying the problem in six. Existing 
minimum salaries run from $2,400 to 
$3,600. Many churches have not raised 
pastors’ salaries in 10-12 years, says the 
Assembly’s Committee on the Minister 
and His Work. In its annual report to 
the Assembly it urges attention to this 
matter and asks that Carter Paden of 
Chattanooga be heard on this problem. 

Before a minister from a denomination 
other than the Presbyterian, U. S., is rec- 
ommended to a church as its pastor, the 
presbytery’s commission and the congre- 
gation’s nominating committee it will be 
expected to secure whatever information 


is available from the Assembly’s office in 
the first place and the presbytery’s com- 
mission in the second. This will be rec- 
ommended to the Assembly by the com- 
mittee. 

All congregations are required at pres- 
ent to confer with the presbytery’s com- 
mission before calling a pastor. The new 
step is designed to secure all available 
information about ministers who might 
not be well known within the denomina- 
tion. 

A data form used in securing informa- 
tion about ministers is submitted with 
the report. Al] ministers are asked, in 
the doctrinal section, “Are you a Dis- 





Reports to the 
General Assembly 











pensationalist ?” in light of an Assembly 
ruling on that irregularity of doctrine. 
Ministers in other churches are also ask- 
ed, “In the event you transfer membership 
to the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is it 
your purpose to abide by and promote 
its program ?” 

The Assembly will also be asked to 
approve a Church Survey form, provid- 
ing information which ministers need to 
consider when called to a church. 

A manual on the Commission on the 
Minister and His Work is offered the 
Assembly which, if approved, can be dis- 
tributed to congregational nominating 
committee to help in calling a pastor. 
One section suggests what to look for 
in visiting a service with a view to a pos- 
sible call to the minister. 

Presbyteries are encouraged by the As- 
sembly’s committee to revive the custom 
of sending a minister to declare a pulpit 
vacant when a pastor moves, dies or re- 
tires. 


Revised Statement Offered on Divorce, Re-Marriage 


A revised set of recommendations on 
Marriage, Divorce and Re-Marriage will 
be presented to the General Assembly in 
June by its Council on Christian Rela- 
tions, with much of last year’s material 
put in the Book of Church Order instead 
of in the Confession of Faith. 

This study, seeking to frame a state- 
ment on the question in the light of Bib- 
lical instructions and “the implications 
of Jesus’ total teachings with respect to 
man’s personal responsibilities and social 
relationships,” leaves last year’s proposed 
statement (OUTLOOK, May 5, 1952) prac- 
tically unchanged except for the allot- 
ment of much more material to the Book 
of Church Order. 

During the past year when presbyteries 
and groups were asked to submit their 
suggestions about the statement, thirteen 
presbyteries filed their opinions, with nine 
approving in full, two disapproving, one 
approving in part, and one expressing no 
judgment. 

The statement in the Confession of 
Faith (Chapter 26), if approved by the 
Assembly, will read as follows: 

I. Marriage is a union between one 
man and one woman, designed of God to 
last so long as they both shall live. 

II. Marriage was designed for the mu- 
tual help of husband and wife, for the 
safeguarding, undergirding and develop- 
ment of their moral and spiritual char- 
acter; for the propagation of children 


and the rearing of them in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 

III. It is lawful for all sorts of people 
to marry who are able with judgment to 
give their consent, but no marriage can 
be fully and securely Christian in spirit 
or in purpose unless both partners are 
committed to a common Christian faith 
and to a deeply-shared intention of 
building a truly Christian home. Chris- 
tians should therefore seek as partners in 
marriage only persons who hold in com- 
mon a sound basis of evangelical faith. 

IV. Marriage should not be contracted 
by any Christian within the degree of 
blood relationship forbidden by Scripture 
and our best available knowledge. 

V. The weakness of one or both part- 
ners in marriage may lead to such gross 
and persistent unfaithfulness, physical or 
spiritual, that marriage dies at the heart 
and to one or both partners the union 
becomes intolerable; yet only in cases of 
extreme, repeated or unrepented-of in- 
fidelity should separation or divorce be 
regarded as unavoidable. 

VI. The remarriage of divorced per- 
sons may be sanctioned by the church in 
keeping with the redemptive gospel of 
Christ, when sufficient penitence for sin 
and failure is evident, and a firm pur- 
pose of and endeavor after Christian mar- 
riage is manifest. 


Between Paragraphs 376 and 377 of 
the Book of Church Order the following 
is proposed for insertion: 

376A. A true and lasting marriage can 
be achieved only when its physical bonds 


are reinforced and sanctified by a va- 
riety of moral and spiritual ties: respect, 


affection, common interests and ideals, 
the unselfish wish of each partner for the 
other’s welfare in all things and a mu- 
tual sharing of the common joys, griefs, 
opportunities and burdens of the home. 
This means that both faithfulness and 
unfaithfulness in marriage must be con- 
ceived in spiritual as well as physical 
terms. 

But while both physical and spiritual 
fidelity are vital, and while both are es- 
sential to the attainment of marriage at 
its best, husbands and wives should bear 
in mind that human weakness and frailty 
may manifest themselves in this realm as 
in all others. They should therefore 
cultivate the Christian graces of under- 
standing, patience, generosity, repent- 
ance and forgiveness. They should re 
member that, just as other human rela- 
tionships can survive imperfections, so 
can marriage. Our Lord’s command to 
forgive, and if need be, to forgive repeat- 
edly, is nowhere more applicable than in 
this intimate and delicate relationship. 

376B. When marriage seems in danger 
of breaking for any cause, divorce or per- 
manent separation must always be re- 
garded as a last resort. Neither can 
rightly be sanctioned by the church ex- 
cept where a continuation of the legal 
union would endanger the physical, 
moral, or spiritual well-being of one or 
both of the partners, or that of their 
children. Thus every Christian minister 
will view as a vital pastoral responsi- 
bility the duty of preventing, so far as 
he can by wise and prayerful counsel, 
the hasty or ill-considered divorce or 
separation of any couple committed to 
his care. 








376C. When a Christian who has been 
divorced applies to a minister for re- 
marriage, the minister’s chief concern 
should be the applicant’s present fitness of 
heart and life for the intended marriage. 
The supreme test of this fitness should 
be one’s honest purpose to profit from 
past experiences and to plan and work 
for a truly Christian home on soundly 
spiritual foundations. If the applicant has 
been clearly and grossly wronged by a 
previous mate, this fact may incline the 
church to allow and sanction the re- 
marriage without further question, but 
the mere fact of having been wronged 
will not necessarily mean that the ap- 
plicant understands fully the spiritual 
demands of marriage and holds to a high 
and serious purpose to make the coming 
marriage Christian. The minister there- 
fore should take care to be as fully satis- 
fied on the latter point as on the first. 
On the other hand, if the applicant has 
been clearly at fault in the break-up of 
the earlier marriage, or is found even to 
be chiefly at fault, the mere fact of pre- 
vious guilt (however grievous) should 
not be held as a rigid or final disqualifi- 
cation for re-marriage under the auspices 
and with the sanction of the church. 
Here too the minister should weigh, as 


of paramount importance, the quality of 
the applicant’s faith, contrition and pur- 
pose now, being mindful always of the 
infinite mercy of God and careful never 
to hold against any honest child of God 
a sin which God himself may have for- 
given and put behind him forever. Ina 
word, in all cases where re-marriage is 
sought, the minister’s decision should 
turn not so much on what the applicant 
has done but rather on what this person 
by God’s grace has now become and 
what, with God’s help, he (or she) hon- 
estly intends and hopes to do in the fu- 
ture. 

376D. A minister, to whom a divorced 
person has applied for remarriage, may 
conclude, after a careful investigation 
on the basis of our church’s principles 
(Chapter 26, Confession of Faith) that 
the applicant’s request should be ap- 
proved or declined; and it shall be the 
duty of such a minister to consider con- 
scientiously all pertinent facts on which 
a final decision must be based. 

The presbytery, on its own initiative, 
or the session, upon the minister’s re- 
quest, should set up a committee on re- 
marriage, to which the minister should 
turn for advice or other aid in this re- 
gard. 





A Message for Pentecost 


May 24, 1953 


From the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet once again the churches 
which participate in the World Council of Churches and request their congregations 
and members to join wholeheartedly in prayer for the Church Universal, trusting 
in our Lord’s promise that the Heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those 


who ask him. 


As we celebrate on Whitsunday the first coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
assembled Church of Christ, let us remember especially the words of St. Paul: 


“There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 
essential and Godgiven characteristic of the church and of its unity. 
in the church of Christ a wonderful variety. 


These words describe an 
There is 


It is one of the joys of our world- 


wide fellowship to discover the manifold richness of God’s work among men. 
We are meant to learn from each other and to receive inspiration from the zeal 
of churches which fulfill their evangelistic mission, from the courage of churches 


which render their witness in spite of persecution. 


And as our fellowship be- 


comes more truly world-wide, we should all be enriched by the diverse spiritual 
gifts which God has given to the members of his family in order that they may 


share them with all. 


But variety is not the last word. Beyond and above variety there must be unity. 
Though all the varied gifts of the spirit displayed in the church universal have 
their origin and power in the activity of One and the same Holy Spirit of God, yet 
they do not achieve their full effectiveness for Christ unless and until they operate 
within a fellowship, in which every division is overcome by the unity of Christ. 
We walk in fellowship and we must pray for the fellowship which we do not yet 


possess. 


We must submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit so that our churches and 


ourselves may be renewed, so that we may be enabled, not only to stay together but 
to go forward together and so that we may give a common witness to the world of 
the one Christ our Savior »nd his peace and justice which it so sorely needs. 

Let us then pray on this Whitsunday for the coming of the Spirit upon all 


churches everywhere. 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 


Le* us pray that we may all learn increasingly to live in 


THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Signed: ATHENAGORAS OF THYATEIRA 


EIVIND BERGGRAV 
Marc BorEGNER 
GEOFFREY CANTUAR 


SARAH CHAKKO 
Joun R. Mott 
G. BROMLEY OXNAM 


Meeting Place Is Changed 

The First church, Raleigh, has been 
named for the place of meeting of the 
Synod of North Carolina, instead of the 
White Memorial, when it hears the com- 
plaint of the Chapel Hill church against 
Orange Presbytery at 10:30 a.m. on May 
14. 

Both the church and the presbytery are 
asking that a commission be named to 
hear and act upon the complaint. No 
member of Orange Presbytery can be 
named to the commission. 





Commissioners 
to the 
General Assembly 


Other commissioners to the coming 
General Assembly (June 4) appeared here 
as follows: Ala., W. Va., Mar. 30; Appl. 
Va., Apr. 6; Ark., Tex., Apr. 13; Fila, 
Tenn., Apr. 20; Ga., S.C., Apr. 27; Ky., 
Okla., May 4. Next week: Miss., Mo. 


SYNOD OF LOUISIANA 

Louisiana—(M)*—John N. Ashenfelder, 
Baton Rouge; Wm. P. Shows, Clifton; (E)* 
—Edwin Wise, Alexandria; F. W. Kerk- 
sieck, Abbeville. 

Louisiana-Mississippi — (M) Casper 
Glenn, New Orleans; (E)—R. L. Carr, Kos- 
ciusko., 

New Orleans—(M)—H. T. Bridgman, 
Houma; Walter Swetnam, Amite; C. Knox 
Poole, (E)—George Kaufmann, New Or- 
leans; Dr. J. S. Kopfler, Kenner; R. A. Kent, 
Jr., Fluker. 

Red River—(M)—H. E. Bradshaw, W. 
Monroe; PD. J. Cumming, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Ww. A. Alexander, (E)—Dr. L. W. Gorton, 
Shreveport; A. H. Willett, Tallulah; G. S. 
Butler, Homer. 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Albemarle—(M)—R. M. Williams, Jr., 
Wilson; C. G. Pepper, Pinetops; (E)—B. D. 
Williams, Rocky Mount; E. W. Harvey, Jr., 
Greenville. 

Concord—(M)—R. S. Carson, Mooresville; 
Cc. H. Sides, Barium Springs; J. L. Fain, 
Kannapolis: H. Reid Newland, Cleveland; 
(E)—S. M. Sloop, Mt. Ulla; J. R. Gaither, 
Newton; Allen Rouzer, Salisbury; R. C. 
Robbins, Lenoir. 

Fayetteville—(M)—G. F. Houck, Row- 
land; C. W. Worth, Aberdeen; C. M. Gibbs, 
Walker B. Healy, L. B. McKeithen, Jr., 
(E)—J. H. Ashworth, Edward B. Hope, 
Fayetteville; R. D. McMillan, Jr., Red 
Springs; H. A. Campbell, Pinehurst; C. A. 
Alford, Rowland. + 

Granville—(M)—Wm. C. Bennett, Dur- 
ham: J. Robert Phipps, Varina; Wm. C. 
Robinson, Jr.. (E)—Wm. P. McPherson, 
Raleigh; H. B. Marrow, Smithfield; C. A. 
Dukes, Durham. 

Kings Mountain—(M)—I. S. McElroy, Jr., 
Richmond, Va.; Park H. Moore, Jr., Grover; 
J. Walter Dickson, (E)—W. Barris, 
Belmont; E. A. Ballard, Lincolnton; Fred 
Arrowood, Bessemer City. 

Mecklenburg—(M)—J. W. Grier, Hun- 
tersville; A. T. Taylor, Marston; H. G. 
Bedinger, Pineville; H. S. Robinson, R. H. 
Stone, F. C. Debele, Jr., L. I. Stell, (E)— 
Dr. J. M. Alexander, Dr. H. W. McKay, E. 
W. McKnight, P. F. Howerton, R. L. Puck- 
ett, W. H. Barnhardt, Charlotte; A. R. 
Shaw, Jr., Huntersville. 

Orange—(M)—Howard F. Newman, San- 
ford; J. E. Ensign, Chapel Hill; W. R. 
Buhler, Graham; W. H. Westerfield, Bur- 
lington; J. M. Millard, (E)—C. S. Wilkins, 
McKibben Lane, W. C. Anderson, Greens- 
boro; H. M. Clark, Burlington; Dr. G. C 
Wrenn, Siler City. s 

Wilmington—(M)—J. A. Nisbet, Wal- 
lace: W. H. Goodman, Jr., Beulaville; J. 
M. Waggett, Southport; (E)—Frank A. 
Haasis, Wilmington; D. M. Calhoun, Eliza- 
bethtown:; Carl Southerland, Willard. 

Winston-Salem—(M)—Gaston Boyle, 
Pine Hall: W. R. Smith, Jr., Winston- 














Salem: (E)—Kermit Cloniger, Thomas- 
ville; Carey G. Swain, Lexington. 
*(M)—Ministers. *(E)—Elders. Where 


no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home is the next one listed. 
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The Commission Tells its Story 


HROUGHOUT the past nine 

months, the judicial commission of 
Orange Presbytery has undertaken to con- 
duct its assigned business under difficult 
conditions, and in an atmosphere of mis- 
trust and hostility. Factual reports of 
its work, including the manner in which 
it has conducted its business, together 
with its findings and its decisions, have 
been made to presbytery. For additional 
information, however, to guide those con- 
cerned into a fuller understanding of the 
acts of the commission, the following is 
submitted : 


A, Publicity 


The conduct of a careful investigation 
into the intimate life of a church depends, 
for a happy issue, upon orderly pro- 
cedure, circumspection and sometimes the 
keeping of necessary confidences. In 
these respects the work of the commis- 
sion has been made more difficult by un- 
favorable, unwise and frequently unau- 
thorized publicity. There was virtually 
nothing which passed between the com- 
mission and the officers and pastor of the 
church that could be regarded as confi- 
dential. Specific requests that informa- 
tion of one kind or another be kept in 
confidence were ignored or violated to the 
detriment of the commission, the church 
and the pastor. Matters pertaining to the 
business of the commission were made a 
subject of debate in the public press, 
sometimes before they were brought to the 
attention of the commission itself. The 
commission was  one-sidedly quoted, 
sometimes falsely quoted and misrepre- 
sented to the detriment of its relations 
with the church and the pastor. As a 
consequence, the commission has been 
subjected to non-cooperation and some- 
times open hostility. Reports have been 
made relative to its work and its char- 
acter that were not based upon the facts. 
Both blame and praise have been offered 
on the basis of erroneous information. 
The “trial by public opinion” to which 
all concerned have been subjected not 
only has rendered a disservice to all, but 
has resulted in unnecessary confusion 
within the Presbyterian Church in gen- 
eral and among many friends outside the 
denomination. 

To be specific, information has repeat- 
edly gone to the public press when the 
commission requested that it be withheld. 
That this has been the case was admitted 
to commission members, who were told, 
“the press is our only weapon.” This 
phrase “our only weapon,” indicates the 
belligerent spirit that has characterized 
the church’s attitude towards the commis- 
sion and its work, from the beginning 
of the investigation. 

The pastor of the church was asked to 
keep in confidence the substance of con- 
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Statement 


The report appearing on this 
page was issued at the close of the 
recent meeting of Orange Presby- 
tery following the filing of the ac- 
tion of its judicial commission dis- 
solving the relationship of pastor 
and officers to the Chapel Hill 
church. No signatures accompany 
the statement and it is not clear as 
to whether it was written by mem- 
bers of the commission or others or 
whether it was officially adopted by 
it. It is called a “Guide to an Un- 
derstanding of the Acts of the Ju- 
dicial Commission of Orange Pres- 
bytery Re: The Chapel Hill Pres- 
byterian Church.” 











ferences between himself and the com- 
mission. This he failed to do, admitting 
to the commission that he went to his 
officers with such information and that 
his officers then published it. Moreover, 
he declared to the commission that he 
would not honor their request to keep the 
substance of private conferences in con- 
fidence and on the occasion of one such 
conference he rose to his feet and de- 
clared that he was prepared to walk out 
of the meeting. 


B. Attitude 


One of the things that has made the 
work of the judicial commission most 
difficult from the very beginning has been 
the attitude of the officers and the mem- 
bers of the Chapel Hill Presbyterian 
Church toward the commission. At no 
time during the entire investigation has 
the desirable attitude and spirit been 
manifest, that is, an attitude appropriate 
to a church under investigation by its 
governing presbytery. Instead of sub- 
mitting to the investigation and follow- 
ing the prescribed and orderly method of 
complaint or appeal, those representing 
the church have done much to hinder the 
commission’s work, attacking it repeated- 
ly and shamefully, both to its face and 
behind its back. 

In order to show that the unworthy 
attitude displayed by the church did not 
develop as a result of anything done by 
the commission during its investigation, 
the commission wishes to point out that 
this attitude was very much in evidence 
upon the occasion of the commission’s 
first visit to Chapel Hill. At the time of 
its first meeting in the church, in July, 
1952, the commission was met with a 
hostile attitude. Although there in obe- 
dience to a directive by presbytery and 
not by choice, the commission was scolded 
for coming and was accused of having 


its mind already made up. The commis- 
sion was further ridiculed for the method 
it had chosen to follow. A preliminary 
questionnaire presented to be filled out 
by the officers was openly derided by the 
officers. Their attitude varied from one 
of scorn to a refusal to answer the ques- 
tions or turn in the questionnaire. Some 
of the questions answered by those who 
did cooperate in this first meeting, were 
answered facetiously. The officers re- 
vealed a lack of humility and a lack of 
respect for the commission and the pres- 
bytery. They offered counter suggestions 
to those made by the commission, they 
attempted counter proposals, they rose to 
their feet and walked about the room 
grumbling, they indicated that they would 
submit to an investigation only if it was 
conducted according to their suggestions. 

The attitude indicated in the above 
remarks is the attitude that the commis- 
sion has faced throughout its work, but 
perhaps its worst and most shameful ex- 
pression came during the last conference 
with the officers in the Chapel Hill 
Church, March 22, 1953. The officers 
challenged our findings and our decision 
with sarcastic remarks; they openly booed 
our statements; they contemptuously 
laughed in our faces. They literally 
yelled “lies” and “guillotine action” at 
the commission. When the commission’s 
final decision was announced, the re- 
sponse was an unseemly uproar. Several 
of the men stamped their feet on the floor. 
One officer leaped to his feet, struck his 
hand and fist together and appeared to 
be on the verge of a physical attack upon 
a member of the commission. 

Throughout the conduct of the inves- 
tigation the officers and members of the 
church ridiculed the members of the 
commission. Such words as “stupidity,” 
“prejudice,” “delaying tactics,” “carpet- 
bagger tactics” have been hurled into 
the faces of the commission and placed 
in the public press. The commission has 
been accused in print of being willing to 
oust Jesus Christ from the pulpit, should 
he return to earth. Such words and state- 
ments constitute a severe, shameful and 
unparalleled attack upon a judicial com- 
mission by an unruly church while under 
an authorized ecclesiastical investiga- 
tion. 

For awhile, during the course of its 
private interviews with the officers, the 
commission encountered a different at- 
titude. An apparent effort was made to 
cooperate and an atmosphere of cordiality 
became manifest. This disappeared, how- 
ever, when the commission presented the 
church with its findings. That which was 
complimentary was accepted as true and 
that which criticized was declared false, 
although all conclusions were based upon 
the same type of information. The com- 
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mission leaned over backward as far as 
it could in the presentation of its findings, 
hoping that an amicable settlement might 
thereby be effected. Such was not to be, 
however. The commission faithfully re- 
ported, in the light of information given 
it, that humility and a Christian spirit 
characterized the church and especially 
the pastor, although at no time did the 
commission itself see any evidence of 
such humility and Christian spirit. 

As a consequence of all the above, the 
members of the commission have worked 
under great strain. We feel that we have 
shown great restraint. We have not at- 
tempted to defend ourselves nor answer 
the attacks made upon us. We have ling- 
ered long in prayer and study and have 
tried conscientiously before God to carry 
out the assignment given us by Presby- 
tery under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. 


C. Findings 

As a summation of its findings, its 
conclusions and the only bases upon 
which it acted in the case of the Chapel 
Hill Presbyterian Church, November 20, 
1952, the commission submits the fol- 
lowing. The commission has not always 
been unanimou- within itself respecting 
method of procedure or decisions ren- 
dered. In all, however, a total of seven 
ministers and five elders have been unan- 
imous respecting these findings and 
their significance in terms of Presbyte- 
rianism and Christianity. 

So far as the honor of Christ, the wel- 
fare of the church and the imperative 
needs of religion are concerned, an in- 
tolerable situation has existed within the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church. The 
commission does not mean to imply that 
this situation was originally of the mak- 
ing of the present pastor or officers, but 
these have contributed substantially to 
its development and aggravation and 
have been actively instrumental in its 
perpetuation. This situation involves 
and includes flagrant and repeated viola- 
tions of the Book of Church Order in es- 
sential matters; it is characterized by a 
manifest disregard and sometimes con- 
tempt for things Presbyterian and Chris- 
tian as the commission interprets these 
terms; it is noteworthy by reason of the 
marked presence of a consistent pattern 
of religious convictions within the of- 
ficial boards and the membership of the 
church which, in the opinion of the com- 
mission, not only fall short of the min- 
imum doctrinal requirements of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S., but also 
border upon a denial of the essential 
tenets of the universal church’s common 
heritage. The officers and the pastor of 
this church agreed to alter this situation 
in part, in order better to conform to 
Presbyterian “rules,” but they have not 
confessed that any part of it is wrong. 
On the contrary, they have actively de- 
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fended every part of it as representing, 
in their opinion, the principles for which 
“true” religion should stand. 

The existence of this intolerable sit- 
uation was brought to the attention of 
the commission by its contacts and inter- 
views with pastor, officers and members 
of the church; by information given the 
commission by persons who appeared be- 
fore it; by the official records of the 
church; and by a general spirit and at- 
mosphere within the official boards and 
the membership of the church, with 
which the commission came into repeated 
contact. That this situation exists is 
established by such findings as the fol- 
lowing, which are taken from the com- 
mission’s records: 

1. The failure to ordain and properly 
install officers who, subsequent to their 
sometimes irregular election, performed 
tie official and sacred functions of elders 
and deacons and served on important pres- 
bytery and synod committees. 

2. The failure to conform strictly to the 
Book of Church Order in the conduct of 
services of ordination when these were 
held. 

3. The failure to require the profession 
of faith specified by the Book of Church 
Order of non-professing Christians re- 
ceived into the church. 

4. The failure to baptize unbaptized 
adults received on “profession of faith.” 

5. The failure to encourage parents to 
bring their children for infant baptism. 

6. The appalling ignorance of the sav- 
ing tenets and doctrine of the Presby- 
terian Church on the part of both officers 
and members. 

7. The toleration of religious convic- 
tions among the officers—both elders and 
deacons—which are wholly incompatible 
with the basic doctrinal position of the 
Presbyterian Church; and the presence of 
active officers who affirmed that they could 
not subscribe to the Standards of the 
Presbyterian Church, nor to the Apostles’ 
Creed. 

8. The failure to meet the spiritual 
needs of the students at the university in 
a manner agreeable to the best interests 
of the Presbyterian Church. 


9. The notable lack of harmony among 
Presbyterians in Chapel Hill which has 
existed to the dishonor of religion over a 
period of many years. 

Because of these findings and many 
others to be found elsewhere in our rec- 
ords, the commission feels that there is 
grave doubt whether this church is Pres- 
byterian but in name only. Nowhere more 
than in our college and _ university 
churches does the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States need ministers and 
officers who are fully committed to Pres- 
byterian law and procedure as it is found 
in our Book of Church Order and who 
are fully dedicated to the Christ of and 
who believe wholeheartedly in our Con- 
fession of Faith. This we did not find 
to be true in Chapel Hill. 

There may have been times when state- 
ments of individual members of the com- 
mission have been taken to be the official 
voice of the commission. However, the 
chairman of the commission has repeat- 
edly stated to the members of the com- 
mission and to the officers of the Chapel 
Hill Presbyterian Church that the com- 
mission acts only in regularly assembled 
sessions and on!v after the motion has 
been put and a majority vote registered. 

It has repeatedly been implied in the 
secular press and in some religious pub- 
lications that back of the actions of this 
commission there has lurked an unde- 
clared and un-Christian preoccupation 
with the racial issue. This implication 
or statement the commission categorically 
denies. 

In conclusion, this commission has not 
proceeded further in its investigation and 
actions regarding the minister because 
it was the opinion of this commission that 
its assignment was to investigate the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church and 
deal with the pastor only in his relation- 
ship to the church. 


@ A former USA Moderator records what 


happens when for the first timea.. 


Southern Moderator Goes West 


e NOTE—The following account, called 
“A Significant Experience,” was written 
by President Jesse Hays Baird of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, San An- 
selmo, Calif., for the Presbyterians of the 
West. It appeared in the seminary’s quar- 
terly publication. It will be of interest 
to all Southern Presbyterians. 

I am going to share with vou a signifi- 
cant experience which has recently been 
mine. 

Dr. Thomas Holden, stated clerk and 
synod’s executive of California, Dr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Alexander, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.) of Shreve- 
port, Louisiana, present Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., (Southern), and I toured 
California. 

The Scuthern Moderator spoke in Red- 


lands, Pasadena, on Los Angeles tele- 
vision, Hollywood First Presbyterian, 
Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, Fresno, 
Merced, Sacramento, San Jose, San Fran- 
Berkeley and Santa Rosa. En 
route he and his wife saw some of the 
traditional sights of the state, such as 
Forest Lawn pictures, Yosemite Park, 
Redwood forests, and the capitol in Sac- 
ramento, including the offices of the Gov- 
ernor. On their way east the Alexanders 
were to visit Salt Lake City and Denver 
where he was to preach in the Central 
Church. 


cisco, 


Symbolizes New Spirit 


This is the first time a Moderator of 
the Southern Church ever _itinerated 
through the churches of our Northern de- 
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nomination and it is symbolic of the new 
spirit which is growing up between the 
two sister denominations. Moderator 
Alexander, with all of the warm-hearted 
courtesy of a Southern gentleman, joined 
heartily in expressions of delight with 
the growing understanding and fellow- 
ship between the churches. He express- 
ed the conviction that reunion is inevi- 
table but asked that he be allowed to omit 
any dogmatic statement as to when and 
how. He says correctly that those mat- 
ters must be dealt with sympathetically 
and prayerfully, giving due consideration 
to the problems involved in all three of 
the contracting churches: Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., United Presbyterian and 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 

As it happened, during our trip the 
little green book containing the detailed 
plan of reunion arrived in the hands of 
the ministers of all three denominations. 
It will be presented to all three General 
Assemblies in May and June. It is im- 
possible to know what actions will be 
taken by the assemblies but it is probable 
that the plan will be sent down to the 
presbyteries of the three denominations 
for study. Then within two or three 
years the democratic processes which are 


indigenous to Presbyterianism will have 
given the millions of Presbyterians time 
to give their studied decision for or 
against reunion. 


Prayer for Unity 

These are thrilling days. Amidst all 
of the fear and horror which envelop the 
world, it is wonderful to see certain long 
hoped-for things coming to pass. It is 
possible that within three to five vears 
the family quarrel which happened al- 
most a century ago will have been rec- 
tified and forgiven and again Presby- 
terian brethren will dwell together in 
unity. I add my humble prayer that it 
may be so consummated. And how good 
it will be to have that other fine group 
of “United” Presbyterians become one 
with us in a triangular reunion. Those 
of us who believe strongly in the sturdy 
Reformed Faith, long to hear it speak 
with a single voice and see it labor with 
united effort. 

Whatever the outcome of the efforts 
toward reunion may be, those who held 
Christian fellowship with the Alexanders 
during their brief visit, had their hearts 
warmed. Our Presbyterian cousins who 
live and labor south of the Mason and 
Dixon Line are a fine folk. 


@ A United Presbyterian in the Midwest looks at the situation 
across the land and says his early vote was immature. 


I've Changed My Mind about Union 


By EVERT L. HANEY* 


Y EXPERIENCE with the Pres- 

byterian Church has been as a 
brother minister of a neighboring church. 
Born and reared in the United Presby- 
terian Church, all the sentiment of my 
being calls for the maintenance of our 
denomination as such. I was a member 
of the General Assembly, meeting in Ox- 
ford, Ohio, in 1934, and voted against 
union with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, perhaps for the same reason many 
folks are opposed to it today. At that 
time I had seen little of the work of the 
church and judgment was immature. 

For eight years, as synodical superin- 
tendent of missions, I studied the United 
Presbyterian Church and its relationship 
with the Presbyterian Church, USA, in 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Col- 
orado. Now located in Iowa, I find the 
same situation exists here and in the 
rest of the Middlewest. 

Aside from the fact that the govern- 
ment of the churches is practically iden- 
tical, and our svstem of doctrine the same, 
there are other good reasons why organic 
unicn would benefit the Presbyterian tes- 
timony in the Middlewest. At these 
points one will see that “unity” is not 
enough—“‘union” is necessary. 

*Dr. Haney now lives in Washington, 
Iowa. 
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It seems evident, from the large number 
of congregations that have been closed 
in recent years, that all Presbyterianism 
is on the wane except in city centers and 
larger towns. In the small towns and 
villages there is not enough room for both 
a Presbyterian church and a United 
Presbyterian, and in most instances sen- 
timent and presbyterial concern for the 
strength of a denomination prohibits con- 
gregations from uniting on a congrega- 
tional level. 

I could take you to many towns in the 
Middlewest where two congregations are 
struggling for existence, neither of which 
bears a testimony that makes an impact 
on the lives of the unchurched. If Pres- 
byterianism has nothing worth saving, it 
is all right to turn the Middlewest over 
to the Methodists, Baptists and Christians. 
These small groups will continue to strug- 
gle and die unless brought together on a 
denominational level. 

The United Presbyterian Church is as 
much “hybrid” as any denomination. The 
distinctives that at one time separated the 
Presbyterian groups are a thing of the 
past, and letters are issued back and 
forth between denominations with little 
thought that folks are “falling from 
grace.” At Easter time we took a num- 
ber of Presbyterians into our membership 


from other Midwest communities, al- 
though there is a good Presbyteran church 
four blocks from ours. In one of our 
Midwest cities, there are more United 
Presbyterians in the membership of one 
large Presbyterian church than there are 
United Presbyterians in the two United 
Presbyterian churches in the same city. 

The great distance across the presby- 
teries of the Midwest make it practically 
impossible to carry on a program that 
will attract great interest. For instance, 
Keokuk Presbytery is 135 miles across 
from north to south and 104 miles from 
east to west. Kansas City Presbytery is 
approximately 200 miles across from 
north to south and 100 miles east to west. 
Nebraska Presbytery covers practically 
the whole state. The State of Oklahoma 
comprises Oklahoma Presbytery, with five 
good congregations and one mission sta- 
tion. Other presbyteries in the church 
could duplicate that situation. 

Such activities as youth rallies, wom- 
en’s meetings, necessarily called meet- 
ings of presbytery, promotion of denom- 
inational programs are exceedingly dif- 
ficult under these conditions. The unit- 
ing of congregations and the re-aligning 
of presbyterial boundaries into more con- 
centrated areas, would make it much more 
practical in the promoting of the program 
of the Church, and the building of great- 
er interest in the Kingdom of God. You 
see the program of the church, while cen- 
tered around Pittsburgh, is not promoted 
over the church as it is there, nor can it 
be. 


A Larger Opportunity 


In the Midwest, where the United 
Presbyterian Church is not so well 
known, many questions arise when we 
attempt to start new work in urban areas. 
Missionaries are asked many _ times, 
“What is the United Presbyterian 
Church ?” 

To go into a community and say we 
are a part of the great Presbyterian 
Church of America would mean some- 
thing to those whom we would strive to 
reach and the general acceptance of the 
leaders would be greater. 

Contacts with the Presbyterian minis- 
ters convince us out here that the brethren 
of the Presbyterian Church are as devout 
and as zealous men as we are. They love 
their Lord and preach the Word. (Per- 
haps if I were a heresy hunter, I could 
ferret out something wrong about them 

and about United Presbyterians 
also. ) 

We are not concerned about “being 
swallowed up” by a big denomination, for 
we believe its people are Christians whose 
hearts are set upon building the King- 
dom of God, and if uniting with a large 
group set upon that program is being 
“swallowed up by them,” then let us be 
swallowed up in that kind of a program. 
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EDITORIAL 





We Can Easily Fail to 
Raise $2,000,000 if... 


Our church is facing an unprecedented 
opportunity this month in evangelism and 
education in relation to the Negroes of 
the South. We are setting out to raise 
$2,000,000 during the week of May 17- 
24, with half of that sum going to Still- 
man College and the other half toward 
the development of Negro churches 
throughout our bounds. 

For nearly 750,000 Presbyterians who 
are at least half-way concerned about any 
cause that ought to be what is popularly 
called “a pushover.” As we have pointed 
out before in these columns it can easily 
be made something quite otherwise. Here 
are two ways to do it that would prove 
disastrous: 

1. Divide $2,000,000 by 718,000 and 
discover that an average gift would 
amount to less than $3. Then, multipy- 
ing the 100 members in your church by 
three, you discover that your legitimate 
part will be only $300 spread over three 
years. That would be fatal, because we 
have learned from sad experience that you 
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had better not count on everybody carry- 
ing the average load. You had better 
double or treble the goal, or better, carry 
the opportunity to the people with con- 
viction and enthusiasm and let them give 
with unrestricted generosity. There will 
be no doubt about the result then. 

2. A second fatal blow to the current 
effort, and perhaps its most serious dan- 
ger, is to recognize the need, wish it well, 
perhaps pray for it, but discover to your 
regret that your local situation is some- 
what pressing just now in view of im- 
portant congregational responsibilities, 
so request that your church be placed in 
the exceptional class. That would sound 
the death-knell. But don’t think it is a 
false warning. It is the most threatening 
situation that faces this campaign—too 
many people will want to be excused from 
assuming their full share of the load. 

To be sure, there are many questions 
that people raise about this or any other 
effort. Everything about it may not be 
just exactly as you might have planned 
it, but there are some things that are un- 
deniable. One is the great unreached 
Negro population. Another is that our 
church has yet to prove that it is more 
than casually concerned about reaching 
Negroes. Still a third is that even if 
we raise twice as much as we are asked 
to raise we will be far from overdoing it 

we needn’t be afraid of doing too much. 

Now then, what is your church plan- 
ning to do about this job May 17-24? 
Are you sure ? 


The Chapel Hill Commission 


When Orange Presbytery received its 
commission’s report on the Chapel Hill 
case recently (OUTLOOK, May 4), the 
issues in the case were not open to debate. 

However, as people left the meeting 
they were presented with a three-page, 
legal-length, single-spaced “Guide to an 
Understanding of the Acts of the Ju- 
dicial Commission of Orange Presby- 
tery” in which the commission presented 
its side of the case (see page 5). There 
is nothing in the paper to indicate by 
whom the paper was prepared or whether 
it is an official statement representing all 
or some of the commission members. 

The commission appears to fee] that 
the church should have remained quiet 
during the entire proceedings, that its of- 
ficers and members should have said 
nothing, offered no defense or explana- 
tion, and patiently accepted whatever 
measure of justice was meted out to it. 
But Presbyterians—and people generally 
—do not react in this way, and to ex- 
pect it is to be somewhat unrealistic. 
This, of course, is not to condone any 
unseemly conduct on the part of either 
the commission or the church officers. 

The list of nine charges lodged against 
the Chapel Hill group simply underscores 
our repeated insistence that when evi- 


dence of such practices is discovered, 
charges should be filed against officers 
and/or pastor, thus enabling our form of 
due process to be set in motion and ade- 
quate defense to be offered. The com- 
mission did not press any charges against 
the pastor, it says, because it was its 
opinion that it had been directed to inves- 
tigate the church and deal with the pas- 
tor only in his relationship to the church. 
But what about the officers who are 
charged with dereliction? Furthermore, 
while it is undoubtedly correct in its opin- 
ion that it would have been irregular for 
the commission to have tried the min- 
ister in the course of its investigation, it 
would seem that if it became convinced 
of his unsoundness it was its duty to 
report such findings to the presbytery and 
to call for a trial. 

The commission refers to implications 
in the secular and some religious publica- 
tions suggesting that back of its actions 
“there has lurked an undeclared and un- 
Christian preoccupation with the racial 
issue.” If our editorial comment is a 
fair sample, let our readers recall that 
we implied no such thing. In our edi- 
torial of December 15 we did warn: 


If their (officers’ and pastor's) 
resignations were demanded, many people 
in Chapel Hill and elsewhere would in- 
evitably conclude that they were being 
driven from the Presbyterian Church be- 
cause they believe that Peter was right 
when he said that God is no respecter of 
persons and because they have had the 
courage to act on this belief. The Pres- 
byterian Church will suffer immeasurably 
if this opinion is given an opportunity to 
develop.” 

According to the commission’s own 
admission, that warning was warranted. 
As far as we have been able to discover, 
the average Presbyterian who has heard 
about the case knows little or nothing 
about any irregularities of doctrine or 
church government. He thinks it is 
about some of those wild charges he has 
been hearing in connection with social 
issues and race and mixed gatherings in 
the Chapel Hill church. And what about 
the non-Presbyterian? Well, he knows 
even less about any doctrines or prin- 
ciples of government which may have 
been violated, but he is sure there is “‘a 
mess at Chapel Hill,” and he will tell 
you that some of those people were trying 
to bring about race relations “they were 
just not ready for.” 

All of this simply emphasizes what 
we have been saying here—that we owe 
it to ourselves, to our church, to the 
Chapel Hill people, to the general public, 
but most of all to Christ and the welfare 
of his Kingdom, to bring this situation in 
line with our regular procedures. If it 
is felt that such irregularities as have been 
charged exist, then specific charges that 
can be faced and answered should be 
drawn up thereby providing a basis on 
which the case can be decided once-for- 
all. 
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@ Saml. Johnson once said that (the wrong kind of ) 
“Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.” 


CAN PATRIOTISM BE A SIN? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they 
shall prosper that love thee.” Ps. 122:6. 


LMOST any virtue can become a sin. 

Even love, diluted by selfishness or 
pride, develops the acids of destruction. 
Unbalanced, exaggerated, ill-considered, 
unintelligent virtues cease to be virtues 
and begin to be sins. 

Patriotism is no exception. In itself 
it is one of the qualities of a good man. 
It is no sin to love one’s country; on the 
contrary, it would be sinful not to do so. 
Merely to be indifferent to one’s native 
land is a sin of neglect. Love, of country 
as of all things else, has two sides: en- 
joyment and concern. Part of patriotism 
is sheer pleasure in one’s native land, and 
this is good. A girl whose life has been 
spent on one of the Outer Banks off the 
Carolina coast, when on a visit to the 
mountains was not impressed by the 
grandeur of the Smokies or the charm of 
the Blue Ridge. There is no beauty, she 
said, like the open sea and the sky. 

This is all as it should be. The citizen 
of Tombstone may well love his desert, 
and the San Franciscan his fog. Other- 
wise we should all be crowding into the 
same spots. In fact, other things being 
equal, the more pleasure we learn to take 
in all varieties of climate and landscape, 
the more our patriotism grows. From fog 
and desert, from sea and mountain peak, 
from Great Lakes and Everglades, from 
skyscraper and cabin, the beauty of our 
great country flows into the open eye and 
heart. 

It is good that our vast nation delight 
the patriot’s heart and mind. But it is 
good also that every citizen have a con- 
cern for his own land. Patriotism is good 
when it challenges our love and devotion. 
To protect our country’s beauties, to in- 
crease the fertility of the soil, to sympa- 
thize with all its people, to support its 
government, to contribute time, talents, 
money for the welfare of its people; all 
this the patriot will do with satisfaction. 


Two citizens of an unprosperous and 
undistinguished state were talking— 
a state from which many of its best young 
people went every year to other regions. 
Each of these men could have pursued 
his own vocation under pleasanter sur- 
roundings elsewhere, and with much 
higher income. But one of them said: 
“I aim to stay right here in this state. 
If it’s not the best state in the union I’m 
going to help move it in that direction.” 
To which the other said, Amen. 
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In such men patriotism is part of the 
solid goodness of their lives. 


OWEVER, patriotism like other 
virtues may become a sin when it 
is unbalanced and thoughtless, or tinged 
by pride, ignorance, selfishness or fear. 
“My country, right or wrong, but still 
my country” is not a wrong sentiment 
when it means what a wife means when 
she says, ‘‘My husband may be right or 
wrong, but either way he is my husband 
and I love him.” But it is a bad senti- 
ment when it means what a wife would 
mean if she said, “My husband, right or 
wrong; if he is a preacher or a pickpocket 
I will always help him.” 

Patriotism is a sin when it becomes 
conceit; when the citizen thinks that his 
own nation has all the good worth having, 
and in all quarrels is always right. Sena- 
tor John Sherman Cooper (R., Ky.) re- 
cently said that if the U.S.A. is sincerely 
interested in peace in Asia, we shall have 
to make some concessions. A strictly one- 
sided peace can be had only after a 
knock-out war, and even then is never 
right. Peace may be blocked by enemies 
of our country; but it can be just as ef- 
fectively blocked by home-grown patriots 
who cannot yield one single point to 
foreigners. 

Patriotism is a sin when its conceit 
takes the form: “My fellow-Americans 
are the truly superior race in this world.” 
Sometimes this notion is held uncon- 
sciously; but the sinful patriot who holds 
the notion can always be spotted. He 
thinks that crimes against his fellow- 
citizens are worse than the same crimes 
committed against foreigners. He be- 
lieves that the men of his own nation, 
deserve, by-a kind of birthright, a larger 
share of everything good than do those 
of other nations. He is complacent about 
miseries under other flags than his own. 

Patriotism again becomes a sin when 
it turns into the conviction that our own 
country ought always to be the beneficiary, 
never the contributor, in all matters of 
human welfare. When it attacks the 
United Nations as a mere debating so- 
ciety, when it haggles over wheat for 
starving India for fear the Indians can- 
not pay for it or that Communists may be 
kept alive by it; when it insists that all 
treaties be in our favor; when “America 
First” means simply “‘Americans must be 
the only gainers in any bargain”; then 
patriotism has become a sin. It is a 
sin when it begrudges every investment 
America makes in the welfare of the 


human race beyond our shore-line; or 
when it becomes the excuse for not sup- 
porting the world-mission of the church, 


or for decrying the World Council of 
Churches. 


ATRIOTS whose virtue has thus 

turned to vice, will always cry down 
those in whom it is still a virtue. In 
the final days of the Kingdom of Judah, 
Jeremiah was the most patriotic man of 
his generation; he had the deepest love 
and concern for his people. So it was 
with Jesus in his time. Can it be said 
that any one of Jesus’ contemporaries 
had as wise and far-seeing a concern for 
his country and his countrymen as he? 
Yet the “patriots” of Jerusalem howled 
down Jeremiah as a traitor, and had 
Jesus crucified. 

Virtues of many kinds—and patriotism 
is no exception—are so much more com- 
mon in their corrupt than in their pure 
forms, that the false is too often taken 
for the true. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
(Others on page 2) 





Too Many People... 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Too many people are praying for Re- 
union. 

Too many people are praying against 
Reunion. 

Too few people are praying, “Thy Will 
Be Done.” 

Surely this is the prayer that should 
be in the heart of every one of us at this 
time. Who are we to tell our Lord and 
our God, “I have read the scriptures, and 
I know Thy will. Do what I believe best 
or I'll go to a church that thinks I am 
right”? (Bill Rose, April 27, OuTLook 
Letters). God will surely answer our pray- 
ers but if we want an affirmative answer, 
then we must pray in the way Jesus taught 
us. Regardless of what our personal 
opinions may be concerning reunion, let 
us all pray together for a revelation of the 
will of God. I feel quite confident that 
no session of the Assembly will be opened 
without most earnest supplication for 
God’s guidance, and I firmly believe that, 
through those whom we have had the 
privilege of choosing to represent us, God 
will reveal his plan to us. It will be dif- 
ficult for some of us to understand his 
answer, but let us not question it. Rather, 
let us continue to pray without ceasing 
that his will and ours may be one and let 
us continue to work with and for him that 
his kingdom may come on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

J. Lee (Mrs. Paul F.) Davis. 
Towson, Md. 


Prays for Union 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

. . Having spent three years in Louis- 
ville Seminary, which is a “union” sem- 
inary of both of our churches, I have 
thought how tragic it is to minister in a 
divided church, which preaches the gospel 
of One World! Among our many friends 
in both churches, I know of no single 
minister who does not long and pray for 
our union. 

Ra.pH L. O’DELL. 
Artesia, N. M. 








CHURCH NEWS 


Flora Mac Sets Goal 
At Million Dollars 


North Carolina News Letter 


With General George C. Marshall as 
the featured speaker, Flora Macdonald 
College at Red Springs recently cele- 
brated her sixtieth anniversary and 
moved toward an eventual million-dollar 
goal, with $500,000 as the immediate ob- 
jective. A convocation looked at the 
theme, ‘“The Christian Education of 
Women for the Second Half of the Twen- 
tieth Century,” and heard these speak- 
ers talk about it: Congressman Walter 
H. Judd, Clarence E. Macartney and 
Mrs. Ernest Ives (sister of Adlai E. 
Stevenson). Special dinners were held for 
the pastors of Orange, Fayetteville and 





Wilmington Presbyteries, for the elders 
and deacons of the same areas, and an- 
other for merchants, farmers, bankers 
and professional men. The Fort Bragg 
band and a chorus of 200 voices helped 
with the program. Large and appre- 
ciative audiences were attracted to these 
and the many other features in a full 
three-day program. 


Churchmen Lose in Fight 
On Betting Machines 


A bill backed by clergymen and church 
groups which would have banned the use 
of pari-mutuel betting machines in North 
Carolina was killed by the Senate Com- 
mittee on Propositions and Grievances. 
But the committee adopted a substitute 
bill calling for an investigation of dog 
racing tracks in Currituck and Carteret 
Counties where such machines are legal. 
Spokesmen for church groups had 
charged that the dog tracks are harmful 
to the “spiritual, moral and economic 





WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service in training 
leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 








A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Military Training for 


Clinton, S. C. 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
e Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
Reserve Commissions 





Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President 








of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


Apartments for married students. 
Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, Box 38R, Maxton, North Carolina 


Christian emphasis. Educational Excellence. Friendly personal attention. Tests and 
guidance. College, Business Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 


Veterans of Korea. 








CENTRE COLLEGE 


Survey, 1952) 


Founded 1819 


“Excellent academic program, healthy Christian emphasis, well-prepared 
faculty, and excellent student-faculty relationship” (Quoted from Winter’s 


Send for illustrated booklet. 


Walter A. Groves, Ph.D., President 


Danville, Kentucky 
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Presbyterian ® 


accredited 


tramural sports. Dormitories. 


illustrated booklet. 





COLLEGE 


Coeducational 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(8) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. In- 
Summer session. 
Board, room, and tuition $780. 
R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


® Founded 1867 


Catalog and 
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welfare” of the state. Sen. J. William 
Copeland of Hertford County said he and 
Sen. Adam J. Whitley of Johnston Coun- 
ty would sponsor legislation to allow the 
people of Currituck County and More- 
head City to vote on whether they want 
to keep the tracks. (RNS) 


Rural Chureh Awards 
Will Be Made Soon 


A $500 award will be given to “The 
Rural Church of the Year in the South,” 
following the decision of judges May 15. 
More than 130 North Carolina are par- 
ticipating in the program sponsored by 
the Sears-Roebuck Foundation. Final 
winner will be chosen from the winners 
of state contests. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 
Establishes Larger Parish 


The Larger Parish idea is being in- 
troduced to the synod by Mecklenburg 
Presbytery. Wylie Hogue, Jr., formerly 
assistant pastor in Wilmington’s First 
church, is to lead the program. Named 
for the late benefactor of home missions, 
W. H. Belk, the parish will be composed 
of the Banks, Six-Mile Creek, Rehoboth 
and Unionville churches. Three repre- 
sentatives from each church compose the 
parish council, with Frank Crane as 
chairman and Pauline Mullis secretary. 


Ministerial Candidates 


Number More Than 35 


At its spring meeting Mecklenburg 
Presbytery added three more candidates 
for the ministry to its list of 35. Total 
Presbyterian membership reported to the 
General Assembly is expected to exceed 
28,500. Among the recommendations 
adopted was one calling for the bonding 
of all local church treasurers and those 
handling presbytery funds. On April] 19 
there was an exchange of pulpits in prac- 
tically all the 103 churches of the pres- 
bytery. Preachers drew the names of 
churches where they were to preach out a 
hat. The presbytery’s ministerial asso- 
ciation recently held a day’s retreat at 
Camp Stewart featuring fun, fellowship, 
study and work. 


Young People Ask for 
Regular Worship Periods 


One of the most inspiring features 
of the recent Layman’s Christian Mission 
in Wilmington was the youth breakfast 
and worship hour. It was held daily 
7:30-8:20 a.m. at St. Andrews-Covenant 
church, across the street from the high 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


STATESVILLE, North Carolina 
A Presbyterian Junior College. Founded 
1856. Co-educational. Distinctive in 
Christian ideals. Accredited. Liberal 
arts, music, pre-professional, Church 
sec’l, business. Dormitories for women. 
Liberal scholarships. Rate $600. Write 
for catalog P. 

JOHN MONTGOMERY, President 
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school. Each day 100 or more of the 
city’s Presbyterian young people gath- 
ered to hear visiting ministers. They 
liked it so much that they are asking that 
it be made a monthly if not weekly fea- 
ture. 


Miscellany 


The House of Representatives killed a 
bill which would have allowed North 
Carolina counties and cities to establish 
community colleges. Concern had been 
expressed by some legislators that such 
community schools would adversely af- 
fect denominationa] junior colleges. . . . 
With the Decker County Sand and Gravel 
Co. donating 500 tons of gravel, a new 
road is being built leading up to Concord 
Presbytery’s Camp Grier. This con- 
struction is the gift of W. E. Grier and 
Son of Cleveland, N. C. . . .Salisbury’s 
Second church is building a new sanc- 
tuary. The Valdese church is making 
good progress with its new educational 
building and an addition to the sanctuary. 
Bethany church in Wilmington Presby- 
tery is planning a new sanctuary. 

E. D. WITHERSPOON. 
Wilmington. 


Negro Congregation Will 
Get Richmond’s Overbrook 


The property of the Overbrook church 
in Richmond, Va., is being  pur- 
chased by East Hanover Presbytery for 
use by the All Souls (Negro) church in 
the Barton Heights area. 

The Overbrook congregation has been 
studying the possibility of re-locating for 
some time and the recent decision is un- 
derstood to have developed when a Ne- 
gro Spiritualist group made an offer for 
the property. The congregation voted to 
accept the offer of the presbytery which is 
said to be $75,000. 

The Overbrook congregation will con- 
tinue to use the property until Jan. 5, 
1956, though if it can provide its own 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and women. 


Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and Sec- 
ondary Schoois. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 


Personal interest in the individuai stu- 
dent. 


Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Christian 
men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 
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new building earlier it will give posses- 
sion then. 

The old Seventeenth Street Mission 
was organized last year as Eastminster 
church and doubled its membership the 
first year. All Souls was organized in 
December and has a growing and sub- 
stantial membership. Both groups have 
Irvin Elligan, formerly of Knoxville 
College (United Presbyterian), as their 
minister. 


**Ask the Minister’? Gets 
National Radio Award 


The Synod of Texas’ ‘“‘Ask the Min- 
ister” radio program won first award in 
the annual American Exhibition of Ed- 
ucational Radio and Television Pro- 
grams. This question-and-answer pro- 
gram is carried by 15 Texas stations. The 
citation follows: 

Superior presentation of common, pro- 
vocative social problems and their spir- 
itual relationship. Timely subject mat- 
ter treated in an informal and easily un- 
derstood human interest manner. Excel- 
lent regional voice pattern and intimate 
colloquial style of the minister. Good 
production with variety of questions 


posed by different voices lending color 
and authenticity. In providing guidance 
and inspiration, this series apparently 
helps solve one of the needs of the 
modern church; reaching the non-church 
audience—both young and _  old—with 
the point of association and significance 
of the spiritual with the familiar sur- 
rounding secular forces. Commendation 
for the daring thrust into the more or 
less untrod areas of so-called experi- 
mental programming in the religious 
field. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U. S., USA, AR, and United 
Presbyterians 





(Continued from last week) 


EXCHANGE OF PULPITS 

@ Cincinnati, Oakley church, 300 mbs, 
one service. Univ. Cincinnati. Zoo. Pre- 
fer New England or South. Aug. 30. 
Reginald Rowland, 2941 Minot Ave., Cin- 
cinnati 9, Ohio. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

@ In Rocky Mountain states: Colo., Wyo., 
Ore., Idaho, 4-5 Sundays beginning July 
26 or Aug 2. Desire manse. Exchange 
might be arranged. Robert A. Reed, First 
church, Colerain, Ohio. 

@ Central or lower Fla., 2 Aug. Sundays. 





She Ideal Gift 


e June Graduates 
e June Brides and Grooms 


All editions (including leather) now available at 
The Outlook for immediate shipment. 
copies at once. 


Order your 


DETACH and MAIL —————————————— 


For Immediate Service on ALL R.S.V. Bibles 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK ec 1N. 6th St. e¢ Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me the following number of copies of the 
Revised Standard Version of the HOLY BIBLE 


Buckram Edition $6.00 per copy (Complete Bible) 


Leather Edition—$10.00 per copy (Complete Bible) 


Matching New Testament—$2.50 per copy 
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Roy L. MeCown, Jr., Box 43, Utica, Miss. 

@ Near Knoxville or Bristol, Tenn., 4-5 
Aug. Sundays; manse desired. J. Basil 
Ramsey, Box 924, Jacksboro, Texas. 

@ Colorado (Estes Park), Aug. 16, 23 
No manse. Wm. F. Schuster, Lake Village, 
Ind. 

@ Colorado, 3 Aug. Sundays. 
Taylor, Pratt, Kan. 


Lynn F. 
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No. 40 in a series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


2. The Pianist Calls Attention to 
the Hymn, Not to Self. 


The hymn is the thing, not the pianist. 
The hymn has a spiritual message for the 
worshippers, who can be carried on the 
wings of sacred song to the very throne 
of grace. The pianist, therefore, should 
strive to eliminate everything which 
would distract the worshipper from God 
and attract him toward the person at the 
keyboard. 

Wrong notes which spoil the harmony 
and grate on the ear, long rolling chords 
or arpeggios, dazzling glissandos which 
demonstrate the player’s technique but 
do not point to God (there are books 
which teach such things!) , hymns played 
so fast that the people cannot catch suf- 
ficient breath or played so slowly that the 
people are exhausted—these are some 
things which distract a congregation from 
true worship. In suggesting that these 
distractions be weeded out, we do not 
recommend characterless playing, but 
hymn accompaniment which is entirely 
unselfish, leading always to the experi- 
ence of worship through music. 


3. The Hymn Player Is Consistent 

Consistency will aid the hymn player 
at every turn, whereas lack of it will get 
him into endless trouble. Few other at- 
tributes are more appreciated by a con- 


gregation, because the members soon learn 
that they can trust the consistent pianist 
not to let them down, or to embarrass them 
by some unusual temperamental turn in 
the playing. Members of a congregation 
have the right to expect, for example, that 
the pianist will afford them the same in- 
terval of time between al] stanzas, that 
the pianist will not speed up on one 
stanza and drag out the next, that the 
pianist will give them sufficient leader- 
ship on both syllables of the Amen, that 
the pianist will not scare them with a soft 
passage after a loud phrase. 

This right of the congregation to ex- 
pect consistency in its accompanist is 
immediately asserted when some unusual 
trick is indulged in by the pianist. The 
man in the pew simply shuts up. He 
is not going to be caught out on a mu- 
sical limb. None of us wants to sound 
out at the wrong time above the crowd. 
The editor of THE AMERICAN ORGANIST 
had this in mind when he wrote, “Nor- 
mally, hymns are meant for the congre- 
gation to sing, and I have never yet heard 
even one congregation continue to sing 
when the organist and choir began mess- 
ing around with it.” 

A consistent hymn player, then, is one 
who understands the viewpoint of the 
singer in the pew and is one who plays in 
such a way that this member of the con- 
gregation always knows what to expect. 
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Problems of Christian Conscience 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 24, 1953 
1 Corinthians 8:7-13; 6:18-20 


There are some practices which all 
Christians condemn; there are others 
about which they are not agreed. The 
Christian attitude toward the so-called 
“worldly amusements” may be taken as an 
example. There was a time when Pres- 
byterians, Methodists, Baptists and other 
evangelical denominations were almost 
universally opposed to theatre going, 
card-playing, and dancing. In 1865 the 
General Assembly of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church exhorted its members 

“to avoid the excesses into which they 
are in danger of being drawn by the de- 
mands of fashion. The Scriptures forbid 
revelings and all intemperate self-indul- 
gence, with which teachings the prevalent 
custom of protracting social assemblies, 
with or without music and dancing, to the 
hours of the morning, but especially when 
accompanied with drinking and card-play- 
ing, is manifestly inconsistent.” 

Four years later it ‘earnestly and sol- 
emnly” enjoined “upon all the sessions 
and presbyteries under its care the ab- 
solute necessity of enforcing the discipline 
provided in our Constitution against of- 
fences,” including ‘attendance by our 
members upon theatrical exhibitions and 
performances and promiscuous dancing.” 

The Assembly has adopted no such de- 
liverances in recent years. The old Puri- 
tan attitude toward these particular 
amusements has changed rapidly, but 
Christian opinion in many communities 
is still divided. 

Another question about which modern 
Christians differ is the matter of Sab- 
bath observance. Few now believe that 
the whole day is to be spent in the public 
and private exercises of worship—except 
for works of necessity and mercy—as our 
catechism enjoins, but they do not agree 
by any means as to what is proper and 
what is not proper for a Christian to do 
on the Lord’s Day. 

Then there is the question of gambling. 
All Christians condemn gambling as a 
means of earning one’s livelihood. But 
when it comes to risking a small sum of 
money on the outcome of a game of 
bridge, to betting on a horse race, or 
speculating on the stock market, there is 
a difference of opinion. 

The same difference appears in regard 
to the question of “drink.” All Chris- 
tians condemn the immoderate use of al- 
coholic liquor. But when it comes to the 
moderate use of wine and beer, or to the 
drinking of cocktails there is not the same 
unanimity. 

In the eighth chapter of First Corin- 
thians Paul deals with one of the dis- 
puted questions of conduct which had 
arisen in his own day. Christians in Cor- 
inth were disturbed because so much 
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of the food which they bought in the 
market place, or which was set before 
them in the homes of their friends, had 
been offered ritually to idols. Some 
Christians held that there was no objec- 
tion to eating such food; since idols had no 
real existence, and the food certainly had 
not been contaminated. Others found it 
hard to break away from their old pagan 
beliefs; they had the feeling that when 
they ate meat used in the pagan worship 
they were somehow paying homage to the 
heathen deities, and their spiritual life 
suffered as a consequence. This is the 
problem that Paul is dealing with in 
chapter 8 of First Corinthians. The par- 
ticular problem which he discusses has 
no interest for us at the present time. 
The principles which he sets forth, how- 
ever, to help the Corinthians in settling 
their problem, have a great interest for us 
all, for they are principles which help us 
to solve our own disputed problems of 
conduct. 


I. Consideration for Others 

Paul begins his argument by indicating 
that “knowledge” as a guide to conduct 
is inferior to love. This opening com- 
ment probably refere to an argument ad- 
vanced by the more liberal Christians in 
Corinth. We know that an idol is noth- 
ing, they had said; every informed person 
knows this, therefore it is proper for us 
to eat meat which has been offered to 
idols. Paul replies that the matter can- 
not be settled as simply as that. They 
are right in their contention that idols 
have no real existence, but love is a more 
important guide to Christian conduct 
than a knowledge which leaves love out 
of account. That is true for two reasons: 
(1) ‘ ‘knowledge’ puffs up. but love 
builds up.’ So the verse is translated 
in the Revised Standard Version, much 
more aptly than in the more familiar 
translation of 1611. What Paul means 
to say is that knowledge without love 
tends to puff up the individual who pos- 
sesses it, i.e., to unduly inflate his ego; 
love, on the other hand, especially when 
it is accompanied by knowledge, tends 
to build up the individual and also the 
community. (2) Love has a greater in- 
sight into spiritual values than ‘knowl- 
edge.” Whatever a man knows, he doesn’t 
know everything; in other words, he is 
never as smart as he thinks he is. On 
the other hand, a man who loves God 
and governs his actions accordingly is the 
man who is known of God and shares 
something of his insight. 

Having laid this foundation. Paul 
comes to the matter in hand. We all 
know, he agrees, that idols are nothing, 


that there are no pagan deities. For 
though there are many that are called 
gods (and there are many so-called) yet 
there is for us but one God, the Father, 
the source and end of all things to those 
of us who believe, and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom God has created 
all things and through whom we con- 
secrate ourselves unto him. 

But there are some Christians, Paul 
goes on to say, who do not have this 
knowledge. They cannot get away from 
the idea that the pagan gods actually 
exist. As a result, they have a “weak,” 
i.e., an unenlightened conscience, and so 
when they eat meat offered to idols, their 
conscience is defiled. Defiled, not be- 
cause of the meat, but because they have 
been led by their companions’ example to 
do something which their conscience con- 
demns; they eat it as meat consecrated 
to the old heathen gods. 

Now, says Paul, if this were a matter 
of vital importance to you stronger and 
wiser Christians, it might be different. 
But as a matter of fact there is no value 
in eating meat offered to idols. If we 
eat it we are no better off; if we decline 
to eat it, we have suffered no loss. There 
is a danger, however, that if any instruct- 
ed Christian indulges in this practice 
which is morally indifferent in itself, his 
example may become a stumbling block 
to one who is weaker in the faith. For 
example, a weaker brother may see him 
eating meat in an idol’s temple; it means 
nothing to the enlightened Christian; but 
the weaker Christian will feel that he 
has the right to do the same thing; and 
since to him the pagan gods are still 
more or less real, it may end with his 
lapse into idolatry. The result is that 
“by your knowledge this weak man is 
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ 
died.” The sin that you have committed 
is, therefore, in reality a sin against 
Christ. ‘Therefore, if food is a cause 
of my brother’s falling,” says Paul, “I 
will never eat meat, lest I cause my broth- 
er to fall.” It is to be observed that 
Paul’s argument is based not on the fact 
that the stronger Christian may shock 
the weaker Christian, but that he may 
actually lead him into sin. 


Men today talk about their rights, but 
Paul reminds us that Christians also have 
obligations. Men today prize their per- 
sonal liberty, and so did Paul; he is in- 
deed the apostle of Christian liberty, but 
he adds, “Take care lest this liberty of 
yours somehow becomes a_ stumbling- 
block to the weak.’ He does not mean 
that we are to be governed by other 
men’s prejudices, or that we should re- 
frain from all practices which under some 
circumstances may be abused by our fel- 
lowmen. He does mean that we should 
have a sincere regard for their welfare 
even as we do for our own, and that there 
are some privileges which we should will- 
ingly forego because they constitute a real 
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threat to the moral and religious welfare 
of our fellowmen. 

No one would argue that a Christian 
should give up coffee drinking because 
some, it may be, drink to excess. But 
any wife who loved her husband would 
be willing to forego her morning cup if 
the doctor had forbidden her husband to 
drink coffee, and if his will was so weak 
that he could not resist the aroma at his 
own breakfast table. 

How is it with gambling? We all ad- 
mit that gambling in its grosser forms 
is an evil, but what about gambling in 
its milder forms, risking small sums of 
money which we can well afford to lose.” 
Many “good” men and women are sin- 
cerely convinced that for them it is merely 
a pleasant diversion. That may be true. 
But gambling has ruined many a man, 
wrecked many a home, brought down many 
a bank. Once the virus gets into the blood 
it makes a man reckless of the conse- 
quences; it blinds his judgment and de- 
stroys his moral stamina. The Kefauver 
Committee has made it clear that gam- 
bling has become one of our greatest 
social evils, a cancer upon the body 
politic; it has reared an empire which 
fattens on crime, undermines the in- 
tegrity of our public officials and theatens 
the stability of our institutions. An 
aroused public opinion drives it under- 
ground for a while, but its ugly head 
soon reappears. Many sensitive Chris- 
tians have resolved therefore that they 
will not countenance gambling in any 
form. “If gambling is a cause of my 
brother’s falling,” they affirm, “I will 
never gamble lest I cause my brother to 
fall.” 

The principle can also be applied to 
drink. It is difficult, if not impossible, 
to convince all church members that it is 
wrong to drink occasionally or in modera- 
tion. Too many good people do so with- 
out any apparent harm. Jesus himself 
drank the light wines which were the 
common drink of his day. But in an- 
swering the question as to whether or not 
I shall drink today, I am bound to think 
of my fellowmen. I know that alcohol 
is a habit-forming drug, and that some 
of those who drink—approximately one 
out of sixteen, statistics reveal—will be- 
come confirmed alcoholics. I know some- 
thing of the wrecks that alcohol has made 
and is making of other men’s lives. I 
know that it is responsible for many of 
the tragedies that occur on our highways; 
that it has brought misery into the lives 
of countless victims of men whose rea- 
soning power has been impaired, or whose 
moral and physical control has been re- 
laxed. Long ago, therefore, I deter- 
mined, along with many others, that I 
would totally abstain from the use of 
intoxicating liquor. “If drink is a cause 
of my brother’s falling,” we say, “we will 
never drink, lest we cause our brother 
to fall.” 
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II. Concern for One’s Self 

Some practices are wrong in them- 
selves. Sexual immorality, for example, 
The Christian must shun it absolutely. 
But the acts which we have been dis- 
cussing are those which are not neces- 
sarily wrong in themselves, yet such as 
actually lead many people into sin. In 
these circumstances, Paul says, we must 
first consider the danger our act brings 
to others, and, second, the danger it poses 
for ourselves. 

Take the question of meat offered to 
idols. Paul recognized that it was not 
necessarily wrong to eat such meat. Cer- 
tainly the food itself could do no harm. 
And yet under some circumstances it was 
dangerous. It might easily lead some 
Christians back into their heathen con- 
nections. And there was danger even for 
those who felt that they were perfectly 
secure. “Therefore, let anyone who thinks 
that he stands,”’ warns Paul, “take heed 
lest he fall.” (10:12) 

We can apply this principle too to our 
modern problems. Take Sunday golf, 
for example. It might be hard for us 
to convince a friend that it is wrong to 
play golf on Sunday. It is so easy for 
him to reply that it isn’t any worse than to 
ride all afternoon in a car, or to read 
the morning newspaper. Nevertheless, 
there is a strong temptation for a man 
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who begins to play golf on Sunday to 
make Sunday altogether a day of pleas- 
ure. He ceases to use the day for any 
spiritual ends. The physical exercise 
may do him good, but if he ceases to 
exercise the spiritual faculties of the soul, 
he gradually loses all vital contact with 
God. “Let him who thinks that he 
stands—take heed lest he fall.” 

The same argument can be applied to 
the milder forms of gambling. It is 
common for a man or a woman to argue 
that there is nothing wrong in staking 
smal] sums of money upon the outcome 
of a game of cards, that it is a price 
which they are willing and able to pay 
for the evening’s entertainment. But 
gambling is a subtle evil. The habit 
grows upon one before he is aware of it. 
It encroaches upon one’s time. It blunts 
one’s moral] sensibilities, it often betrays 
a man or a woman into indiscretions. 
And in thousands of cases it brings trag- 
edy in its train. 

The case is even clearer when it comes 
to drink. It may not be wrong to drink 
in moderation, but many men find that 
they cannot drink in moderation. Their 
physical organism comes to crave the 
satisfaction that drink alone can give. 
I do not know whether I could resist 
the temptation to over-indulgence or not, 
but when I see the wrecks that liquor has 
made, I do not choose to take the chance. 


III, Reverence for Christ 


John Wesley’s mother once wrote to 
her son: 

“Would you judge of the lawfulness or 
unlawfulness of pleasure, take this rule. 
Whatever weakens your reason, impairs 
the tenderness of your conscience, ob- 
scures your sense of God, or takes off the 
relish of spiritual things, in short, what- 
ever increases the strength and authority 
of your body over your mind, that thing 
is sin to you, however innocent it may be 
in itself.” 

This rule which Susanna Wesley gave 
to her son is still good for us. 

In all questions of conduct the final 
decision should be that rendered by our 
Lord. “Do you not know,” says Paul, 
“that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit?” Body in this passage is equiva- 
lent to the term “self” or “personality.” 
Does this practice make it easier or more 
difficult for the Holy Spirit to flow in and 
through our lives? This might well be- 
come our criterion. If we reply, “My 
life belongs to me and I can do with it 
what I wish,” Paul replies, “You are 
not your own; you were bought with a 
price.” Jesus Christ loved us and gave 
himself for us. We cannot reject the 
divine love, or the claim of the divine 
love upon our lives. “So glorify God,” 
Paul concludes, “in your body.” 





Scripture quotations are from the Re- 
vised Standard Version. Lesson title and 
passage copyrighted by Division of Ed- 
ucation, National Council of Churches. 
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BOOK NOTES 


GOD’S ORDER. The Ephesian Letter 
and this Present Time. John A. Mackay. 
The Macmillan Co., New York. 214 pp., 
$3.00. 





Sound scholarship and a profound per- 
sonal feeling for the Ephesian Letter com- 
bine to make this latest book by the pres- 
ident of Princeton Seminary an outstand- 
ing contribution to the interpretation of 
the Biblical message for our time. It 
is not a commentary in the strict sense 
of the word, but “‘is concerned simply and 
exclusively with the core and central 
doctrines of this most important of Chris- 
tian documents, and with their bearing 
upon the human situation today.” 

Accepting the Pauline authorship of 
Ephesians. Dr. Mackay states that it is 
the Apostle’s “heraldic proclamation of 
the Order of God . . . the essential struc- 
ture of spiritual reality, which has its 
source in God and whose development 
is determined by the will of God.” Start- 
ing with a description of the “Great Rift” 
in the universe which has brought con- 
flict and disorder, the book proceeds to 
show how God solved “the problem, hu- 
man and cosmic, created by the Rift” 
through his work of reconciliation. God’s 
“unveiled secret” is made manifest in 
Christ’s victory which makes the Savior 
the center of a new order of reality. Men 
become united to Christ and “their hos- 
tility towards God and towards one an- 
other ceases.” They enter, then, “the 
new divine order” which has as its “in- 
tegrating center and pattern’ Christ and 
the church which is his body. . They 
are committed to a new way of life, mor- 
ally and ethically, and as they find the 
unity of experience which characterizes 
God’s Order, the Rift is healed in their 
lives. Then they know “that the eternal 
purpose of God shall be fulfilled in his- 
tory and beyond history.” 

ALEX W. HUNTER 
Memphis, Tenn. 
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THE CHRISTIAN Society. Stephen Neill. 
Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $3.50. 
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Kummel. The Westminster Press, Phil- 
adelphia. $2.50. 


PRESBYTERIAN ELDERS AND DEACONS SERV- 
ING CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. Leroy P. 
Burney. John Knox Press, Richmond. 75 
cents, paper. ° 
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Mace. The Westminster Press, Philadel- 
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FrEEDOM. Edwin Lewis. The Westmin- 
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WANTED NOW—Housemothers for Chil- 
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IN AMERICAN THEOLOGY: 


SIX CONTEMPORARY LEADERS 


By DAVID WESLEY SOPER. An important study 
of the lives, works, and thought of six great American 
theologians—The Evangelical Theology of Edwin 
Lewis; The Critical Theology of Reinhold Niebuhr; 
The Post-Critical Theology of Nels F. S. Ferré; 
The Bridge-Building Theology of Paul Tillich; The 
Theology of Hope, H. Richard Niebuhr; The The- 
ology of Work, Robert L. Calhoun. 


$3.50 


Westminster Bess 






PAUL 


By MARTIN DIBELIUS. Edited and completed by Werner 
G. Kiimmel. This book answers plainly the questions most 
frequently asked about Paul—What can be known about his 


early life? What is the significance of the names Saul and At all bookstores, 
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CHANGE _ 
Jor B. Hopper, after a term of 18 months 
mission service in Korea, has rejoined his 
family at 1108 E. Screven, Quitman, Ga. 
After June 1 they will be in 
N. C. 
ErNEstT J. 


Montreat, 


HouGuTron from Dolgeville, 

N. Y., to the Shelter Island, N. Y. church. 
Forrest K. from Antlers, 

Okla., to 2304 Paradise, Vernon, Texas. 

JoHN S. McMULLEN from Dept. of Youth 
Work, Richmond, Va., to 100 Hitt St.. 
Columbia, Mo. 

W. K. BLAKE from Ozark, Ala., to 800 
Ridegcrest, Montgomery, Ala. 

VERNON A. ANDERSON from the Belgian 
Congo to First Bristol, Tenn., 
where he and Mrs. Anderson begin their 
furlough this month. 


WHITWORTH 


church, 


JouN RAYMOND SMiIrH, chapel pastor at 
Valdosta, Ga., is pastor of the newly or- 
ganized West End Chapel of the First 
church in that city. 


PREACHING HONORS 

A. Fay HI, a California Presbyterian 
studying at Union Seminary, N. Y., has 
named “1953 Seminarian Preacher 
of the Year” by the Chicago Sunday Even- 
ing Club and The Pulpit, a magazine of 
preaching. Another Presbyterian, E. Ev- 
GENE Hurr, of Oklahoma, a senior at Mc- 
Cormick Seminary, won second place. 
SPIRITUAL RETREATS 

Participating in the Chaplains’ Spirit- 
ual Retreats this Spring, are the follow- 
‘ing: GrorceE M. Docuerty, Washington, 
D. C., Ft. Monroe, Va., May 27; MILTON 
B. Faust, Salisbury, N. C., Camp Lejeune, 
N. C., May 25-27; W. McLeop FRAMPTON, 
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a, S. C., Ft. Jackson, S. C., June 
“BERT KISSLING, Jacksonville, Fla., 
ir Sta., Jacksonville, May 19-21; 
1. CALDWELL. Louisville, Ky., Ft. 
ine 23-25; Cu iries L. Kine, Hous- 
xas, Naval Air Sta., Corpus 
May 26-28: RALPH ODELL. Artesia, 
*“t. Bliss, June 10-12: R. 
Bruce Brannon, Austin, Texas, Camp 
Polk, La., May 19-21: CLeM E. BININGER, 
Kansas City, Mo., Ft. Riley, Kans., June 
24-26; Witr1aAm OD. LivincsTone, San 
Diego, Calif., Naval Training Center, San 
Diego, June 15-17; Ronr. Boyp 
Berkeley, Calif., Fort Ord. 


25-27. 


Texas, 
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COLUMBIA LECTURERS 

Lecturers announced for the annual 
ministers’ week, May 18-23, at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga., are KENNETH 
Scorr LatTourette of Yale on “The World 
Mission of the Church in Our Day”; Os- 


WALD T. ALLis, formerly of Princeton and 
Westminster Seminaries, on “Modern Dis- 
pensationalism”; and RALPH A. FELTON of 
Drew Seminary as the special lecturer for 
the Town and Country Pastors’ Institute, 
A feature of the week will be the dedica- 
tion of the new $325,000 library, with E. 
D. Kerr, professor of Old Testament, as 
the principal speaker. 


DEATH 

ALEXANDER J. McKetway, IV. 55, died 
in Bay Pines, Fla., where he was chaplain 
of the Veterans Administration hospital, 
April 30. Following his years in the pas- 
torate he was a Navy chaplain in World 
War II, then with the VA and until a fail- 
ure in health he was director of the VA 
chaplaincy service. He became chaplain 
at Bay Pines in 1950 and Mrs. McKelway 
has been serving as DRE for the Dunedin, 
Fla., church. Final services were held in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
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